MALCOLM MARTIN and GAYNOR DOWLING
Martin and Dowling made their first group of vessels to be shown together in 2002. Fascinated by the ambiguity and atmosphere in Giorgio Morandi’s still life paintings, pale and sparse and spatially complex, they wondered how one could make a sculptural equivalent. 

More recently they have simply been enjoying the infinite variety that this way of working allows, using an ever expanding repertoire of forms that echo vessels in ceramic, glass, or even plastic. Forms that also echo the shapes of furniture, architecture, tools and different elements of our environment. Many of the smaller pieces started life inspired by the shape of a small off-cut from the bandsaw, or even through cutting up a larger ‘failed’ piece into sections and making a series of pieces from it, preserving the original textures. 

Scale too is important, the miniature and precious, the huge and heavy. These groups create a landscape on a table or the rhythms of the city skyline. A series of new work is made from oak which has been scorched and/or limed and also gouged. Called ‘Flow’, the surface texture moves and undulates softly, belying the hardness of the wood.
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