PETER MEANLEY
I have been working with salt glaze for nearly 30 years and with the human figure for nearly ten years. My starting point as a portrait artist was the German Bellarmine, followed by the Toby jug. I was my initial subject but by the time I was given the opportunity of doing Henry Sandon (Antiques Roadshow) for BBC2 I was hooked- I even collect early Tobies.
I have now made nearly 40 portraits of public and private individuals, as Toby jugs or busts, including works for Bonhams auctioneers. Each piece usually incorporates a caption, not necessarily a name, something personal to the sitter, to provide and element of mystery or intimacy.
Salt glaze is a wonderful medium for the sculptor working in clay- details are enhanced in the kiln, warts and all- the sitter becomes larger than life. 
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