DAVID WATKINS
Following an early career which spanned sculpture, jazz piano and model making for science fiction movies, in the early 1970s David Watkins turned his creative attention to studio jewellery. In his own words at that time, ‘How Jewellery Might Be‘ was the idea that was to drive his studio research. His very individual approach to the possibilities for jewellery as wearable art quickly placed him at the forefront of work in the genre - in the first wave of what was to become known as ‘The New Jewellery’ - and attracted many invitations to exhibit around the world.
He was Professor of Goldsmithing, Silversmithing, Metalwork and Jewellery at the Royal College of Art from 1984 to 2007.
Education

1959 – 63
BA Fine Art (sculpture), University of Reading 
Selected Awards
2012

Designed London 2012 Olympic Medals
1995 

Housing Project Award London Project Artist
1994 

Royal College of Art London Research Award


Royal Society of Arts London Art for Architecture Award

1992 
Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music Study Tour

1983 
Designers and Art Directors Association London Award for Photography

1980 

Japan Foundation Travel Award Kyoto



Tin Symposium Vienna

Selected Exhibitions
2012

COLLECT with Contemporary Applied Arts, London
2011

COLLECT with Contemporary Applied Arts, London
2010

David Watkins retrospective, V&A Museum, London
2009 
A Life’s Partnership, David Watkins & Wendy Ramshaw, Contemporary Applied Arts, London
Cheongju International Biennale, Seoul 



Creation II, Goldsmiths Hall, London 



Age of Experience, Harley Gallery, Welbeck 


Age of Experience, Innovative Craft, Edinburgh 



Age of Experience, Ruthin Craft Centre 
2008 
Maastricht ’08, with Adrian Sassoon


Elegant Armor: The Art of Jewelry, Museum of Arts and Design, New York, USA

Ornament as Art, Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, USA
Public Art and Commissions
1997 
Site-specific sculpture, Essex County Council, Rayleigh Commissioned artist (funding failure)
1992 
‘Two Wing Wave’ Henrietta House, London, Balustrade at Mezzanine level in Atrium Entrance

1992 
Entrance Sculpture, Braintree Tabor School, Essex Outdoor sculpture / Meeting point

1989 
‘Pool Pavilion’ Kowloon Park, Hong Kong
Garden sculpture / Gazebo / Meeting place

1987 
‘Cone Arbour’ Museum het Princessehof, Leeuwarden Garden sculpture - object and enclosure

1982 

Chandelier, Victoria & Albert Museum, London

1981 
‘Nimbus’ Hereford Cathedral, hanging sculpture - Tomb of St Thomas Cantilupe

Selected UK Collections

Aberdeen Art Gallery
Crafts Council London

Hereford Cathedral

Museum of London
Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths London
V&A Museum London
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