LOUIS THOMPSON
Louis Thompson’s work draws inspiration from the aesthetics of taxonomy, scientific research, and medical apparatus. He creates installations which explore these themes through sequences of objects in which mysterious life forms, or mathematical models, appear suspended in a richly-coloured medium. 

Louis completed his Masters degree at the Royal College of Art, London, in 2011 and has been invited to work and teach with glass artists both in the UK and abroad. He was the recipient of two prestigious awards in 2012, the Jerwood Makers Prize Commission and the Best Exhibit Prize at the British Glass Biennale. His work has been exhibited extensively at galleries in the UK, Europe, Japan and the USA and he has created installations for various museums and international exhibitions. He lives and works in London.

Born  

1966, Birkenhead

Education

2007-2011
MA Ceramics & Glass, Royal College of Art, London

1985-1988
B.A. Honours Degree in Design: Glass, North Staffordshire Polytechnic, UK
Awards
2015

Artist in Residence, Museum of Glass, Tacoma, USA

2014

Artist in Residence, Glazenhuis, Lommel, Belgium

2014
Coburg European Glass Prize for Contemporary Glass, nominee, Germany

2012
Winner: Best in Exhibition, British Glass Biennale Award, Stourbridge, UK

2011
Jerwood Makers Open Prize, Jerwood Foundation, London, UK

2002 
Dorothy Saxe Award nominee, Pilchuck Glass School, Seattle, USA
2001

Artist in Residence, Leerdam Glass Centre, Netherlands

1999 

Full Scholarship, Pilchuck Glass School, Seattle, USA
Selected Exhibitions

2015

Synergy, London Glassblowing Gallery, London



British Glass Biennale, Ruskin Glass Centre, Stourbridge



COLLECT 2015, Saatchi Gallery, London

2014
European Glass Prize for Contemporary Glass, Coburg, Germany



UK Glass, Glazenhuis Museum, Lommel, Belgium

2013

SOFA EXPO, Chicago, USA

2012

British Glass Biennale, Ruskin Glass Centre, Stourbridge



Jerwood Makers Open, Jerwood Space, London

2011
Breathtaking, National Touring Exhibition, Crafts Council, London

2010

British Glass Biennale, Stourbridge 



International Exhibition of Glass Kanazawa, Japan 



Remarkable Glass, Contemporary Applied Arts, London 

2009
‘Einfall’, site-specific works, Freud Museum, London

2008
‘Reflection’, Site-specific works, Sir John Soane’s Museum, London



Bombay Sapphire Prize Exhibition, Milan



2005
Four Person Show, Leon Salet Gallery, Maastricht, Netherlands
2003

Korean World Craft Biennale, Cheongju, Korea 

2001 

World Exhibition of Crafts, Kanazawa, Japan 

2000
 
Vessels, International Exhibition, Kanazawa, Japan 

1990

International Exhibition of Glass, Kanazawa, Japan



Selected Publications

2015

Show and Tell, Crafts Magazine July/August

2014

16 Contempories, Metiers d’Art, jun-Aug, No 262



Interview, Craft and Design Magazine, March

2013

COLLECT review, International Craft Arts, No 89

2012
Jerwood Makers Open Review, Crafts Magazine, September

2011

Upfront, Crafts Magazine, July



The Graduates, Crafts Magazine, May 



London Glassblowing, Craft Arts International, No 81


Giving Fixed Form to the Fleeting, Crafts Magazine, March 

2010

Remarkable Glass, Craft Arts International, No 80
Collections

Museum of Glass, Tacoma, USA

Glazenhuis Museum, Lommel City Collection, Lommel, Belgium

Ernsting Stiftung Glass Museum, Coesfeld, Germany

Toyama Glass Art Museum Collection, Toyama, Japan

Siobhan Davies Dance Studios, permanent installation, London
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