CHRISTIAN O’REILLY
Christian has always worked in creative fields, from his first job as an apprentice prop maker at English National Opera to digital modeling in automotive and product design. Furniture design and cabinetmaking was a natural development, combining his love of beautiful furniture and working with wood with his strong drive to design his own pieces.
‘When designing, I draw inspiration from shapes or lines which catch my attention. It can be anything from the shape of a pebble on the beach to the lines and form of a Citroen DS (a car for which I have somewhat of a weakness). I am also influenced by architecture and the space in which a piece is to sit.’
Born

1970

Education
2005-06
Intensive cabinet making course
 

D Savage Workshops, 
1989-92 
Diploma in technical theatre arts
Rose Bruford College
Awards and Memberships
2011
Award for Best Maker in the South West, Bovey Tracey Contemporary Craft fair

2009 
Wood Award for benches made for the Graves Gallery, Sheffield

2008/9 
Crafts Council Development Award 

2008 

Emerging Makers Award 

Member of Contemporary Applied Arts, the Devon Guild and the Society of Designer Craftsmen

Exhibitions
2012&13
Selected for Made London 

2007-11
Selected for Origin 

2008
Selected as one of 20 designers to represent British cabinetmakers in a House of Commons Exhibition
Regularly exhibit at various other shows, including
2009-13
Art in Action 

2007-13
Bovey Tracey Contemporary Craft Fair 

2007,08&10
Hereford Craft Fair 

Organise and show work at 
Lovefactor 2009, 2011 (Appledore) and 2012 (the Devon Guild)

Commissions
Various for private and public clients, including
2011

St Aubyn’s church, Plymouth

Church furniture

Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter


Public seating

2009

Graves Gallery, Sheffield





GG Benches

Press/Publications
Featured in various publications; articles include
July 2011
four page feature in BBC Homes and Antiques Magazine about Christian O’Reilly, titled ‘Built to Last’

June 2011
Selected as one of 20 furniture designer makers for a two part feature in House and Gardens titled ‘Commissioned to Thrill’.

Previous Employment
1997-2005
Daredevil Design Limited


Digitally modelled cars, aircraft interiors and many other products for clients including Volvo, Jaguar, Ford, Nissan, Samsung, British Airways and Tangerine 
1996-97
AKA

Trained and worked as an in-house design modeller
1993-96
Theatre Sole Trader

Worked in various workshops and theatres in London as a carpenter, scenic artist and prop maker
1992-93
English National Opera

Apprentice prop maker, under the guidance of Ivy Cannell.  Here I learnt many skills, including developing an understanding of how the effect of light can be used, something which I use constantly when designing furniture.
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