CLAIRE MALET
Metalsmith Claire Malet finds her inspiration in natural forms and landscapes, and in the exploration of the relationship between the metals with which she works and the environment from which they are sourced. Through her on-going work with ‘found’ metal cans, she is exploring ideas of production, transformation, renewal through decay and reuse. She is also interested in perceived value; taking a throw-away, manmade, mass-produced food-can, Malet ‘transforms’ it into a ‘precious’ vessel.

In contrast, when working in silver, Malet makes pieces which focus on vessels and objects discarded by nature: a curl of split bark, a seed pod. In doing so, she makes pieces which - in contrast to those made from manmade tin-cans - transforms and draws attention to the value of a ‘throw-away’ object from nature.
Born
1965, UK
Education

2010 – 11
Master classes with silversmith Pamela Rawnsley 
2005  
BA Hons Contemporary Applied Art, Hereford College of Art

Awards

2014  

Best New Design Award, winner, Goldsmiths Fair 

  

Wesley-Barrell Craft Award, finalist

2011  

Silver Bursary, Bishopsland Trust

2010  

Maker to Master Bursary, Bishopsland Trust

2007 

Best Exhibit Award, winner, Hereford Contemporary 

Craft Fair

2005  

Craft Council Honorary New Exhibitor Award, 


Chelsea Craft Fair

2005  

New Exhibitor Award, winner, Hereford 



Contemporary Craft Fair
Selected Exhibitions

2018
Homo Faber: Crafting a more human future, Michelangelo Foundation for Creativity and Craftsmanship, Venice, Italy 

2018

Fragile, West Branch Gallery, Vermont, USA


Relic, Bluecoat Display Centre, Liverpool 

2018/17/15
COLLECT, Saatchi Gallery, with Bishopsland
2017

Artrooms, Melia White House, London

2016 
Winter Exhibition, Contemporary Silver Gallery, Lindfield

Making a Winter’s Tale, Contemporary Applied Arts, London

Silver Speaks: Form, Contemporary British Silversmiths, The Goldsmiths' Centre, London
Gold: Festival Exhibition, Open Eye Gallery, Edinburgh

2015

Bishopsland: The Retrospective, Oxfordshire 

NMWA: Nature by Design, The Royal Thames Yacht Club, London 

2015 & 14
Goldsmiths’ Fair, Goldsmiths Hall, London 

Sculptural Forms: A Century of Experiment, Manchester City Art Gallery, 
2014 & 13 
Collect, Saatchi Gallery, with Bicha Gallery

2014 & 15 
Summer Exhibition, The Contemporary Silver Gallery, Lindfield, Sussex, 
2014
Bishopsland Contemporary Silver at Drapers Hall, London 

2013/14
The Nature of Metal, Nina’s House, London
2013

Cheongju International Craft Biennale, South Korea
Design Collection Roger Billcliffe Gallery, Glasgow

Art Toronto, with Bicha Gallery

2011

Art Chicago, with Bicha Gallery 

2010

Royal Society of Birmingham Artists, Birmingham
2010

Solo exhibition, Open Eye Gallery, Edinburgh 

Light & Movement, The Chelsea Club

Line, Form, Colour, The Gallery@Oxo, London
2009

‘Collectables’, Fusion Gallery, London
Steel River, Bianco Nero, Yorkshire

Metal, Open Eye Gallery, Edinburgh

2008

Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Wakefield

Reclaim & Heavy Metal, Ferrers Gallery, Ashby de la Zouche

2006 – 08
Made in the Middle, Craftspace, touring to Midland Galleries
Selected Commissions

2018 
NAJ and BATF, WW1 Commemorative silver commission
2017 
P & O Makower Trust, for the contemporary silver collection at the National Museum Wales 

2013 
Contemporary Art Society and Manchester Art Gallery, for Manchester Art Gallery 
2007 
Bilston Craft Gallery, vessels for the Craftbox collection
Collections
National Museum Wales, Cardiff

Victoria & Albert Museum, London
Manchester Art Gallery

Bilston Craft Gallery
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